
Issue-MapBackground

• What does it mean to have power in a family?

Roadmap: Essential 
steps in my 

Undergraduate Education

1. Take classes in Biology, 
Psychology, Anthropology, 
History, Sociology, and 
Economics 

2. Attend lectures in Family Law

3. Seek an internship with a 
Women’s Rights organization

4. Explore Law School as an option

Comments
My issue map started out as a 
rant.  I was angry when I came 
home on break and my family 
treated me like a child. 

I began to explore why I couldn’t 
be treated as an adult, but it was 
too ego-centric.  It was about me.

But then I got the idea to look at 
the complex nature of families and 
society. 

Key 
References

Discussion Points
As I did research to understand the problem, my question evolved from talking about 
my behavior at home on break to thinking about how families evolve and how this is 
changing “power” relationships.

I am now thinking about Law School and protecting the vulnerable!

S
O:		One	set	of	Grandparents	are	immigrants
O:		My	father	is	a	business	owner
O:		My	mother	is	an	artist
O:		My	parents	travel	a	lot
O:		My	brothers	and	I	are	in	HS	or	college	and	our	
circle	of	friends	is	growing
O:		Family	meals	seem	less	important	to	me	than	my	
grandparents.

Q:		Do	we	have	different	tastes?
Q:		Do	we	each	put	in	the	same	effort?
Q:		How	is	the	changing	concept	of	family	effecting	
dinner	choices?	

EO:		We	are	middle	class
O:		My	Grandparents	arrived	poor	and	waste	nothing
O:		Me	and	my	brothers	are	a	bit	more	comfortable	
about	money,	and	we've	always	worked		- we’re	now	
ore	independent
O:		Homemade	meals	are	cheaper,	but	take	time
O:		There	are	hundreds	of	options	for	eating	out

Q:		What's	the	cost	in	time	to	prepare	a	meal?
Q:		Do	better	ingredients	make	better	meals?
Q:		Do	the	variety	of	eateries	influence	my	choices?
Q:		Is	it	worth	spending	so	much	on	eating	out?

O:		My	mother	does	most	of	the	
shopping
O:		My	dad	does	most	of	the	
cooking
O:		My	Grandparents	fill	in	a	lot	
when	my	parents	are	away

Q:		Who	makes	the	decisions	re:	
how	and	what	we	cook?

B

Q:  Who makes the 
decision re: what 
groceries we get?  The 
person who shops or 
holds the most sway?

Q:  As we age and 
do more of the work, 
should we have 
more say?

Q:  As we shift from my 
European Grandparents to 
me, will our tastes change 
what we buy?

Q: Although I can go out 
every night, should I?

M

O:		My	grandparents	still	read	newspapers
O:		My	parents	listen	to	show	like	NPR	and	hardly	watch	
TV
O:	Me	and	my	brothers	watch	a	lot	of	Netflix	and	use	
Social	Media

Q:		How	do	our	choices	change	our	perceptions	of	food,	
cooking,	family	roles?

Q:  Do our media 
choices influence how 
we run the household ?

Q:  Are we influenced 
by different portrayals 
of food, or advertising?
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